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Youth Summer Camp
By Layne Wakuta, Youth Director
“But you will receive power when
the Holy Spirit comes on you; and
you will be my witnesses in

Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to
the ends of the earth.” – Acts 1:8

This is the promise Jesus gave to His followers
before He ascended back to heaven and this
promise of power from the Holy Spirit continues for
us today as we bear witness to the world of the
impact Jesus’ resurrection has on our lives. To
steal a lyric from singer Jeremy Camp, “The same
power that rose Jesus from the grave . . . lives in
us!”

“Empowered by the Spirit” was this year’s Youth
Summer Camp theme at Oak Glen Christian
Conference Center. Main speaker DJ Jansson
challenged us to rise above a brand of mediocre
Christianity which merely strives to follow rules on
our own power and embrace a faith that realizes
the Spirit’s presence in our lives and leads to the
power to overcome our struggles and weaknesses
and bear fruit for the Kingdom. “Christianity, by
definition, is a Spirit-led life,” exclaimed DJ. “There
is no bare-minimum . . . there is only a calling to
an abundant life!”

This realization of the Spirit’s power in our lives
made a lasting impact on us all.

“Through dry seasons the Lord is still in us through
the Holy Spirit and when I am weak he is strong
2 Corinthians 12:9-10,” commented 11th grader
Alex Kiyohara.

“Even in the deepest, darkest times, God's
spiritual presence is always with us and the Holy
Spirit dwells in us.” stated 9th grader Caitlin
Matsunami.

And 10th grader Sophie Abe commented, “The
Holy Spirit allows us to have an intimate
relationship with God and empowers me to do
things like worship with a whole heart.”

Fifty-eight students and 22 Cabin Leaders and
Staff attended this year’s camp with 7 students
attending for the first time. Additionally, 3 of the
first-timers accepted Jesus Christ as Lord and
Savior! (Alexa Hale, 11th grade, Kenji Takahashi,
7th grade, and Cody Gormley, 9th grade.) Overall,
the power and the presence of the Holy Spirit were
definitely experienced during the week of camp.
Be sure to join us at the morning services on
Youth Sunday, September 4, to see and hear
more about how our lives have been impacted as
we are “Empowered by the Spirit!”

Main speaker DJ Jansson and
his family with Layne
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AUGUST BOARD REPORT
BY HERMANN SCHURR, CHURCH CLERK

Your Board of Deacons met for its monthly meeting on August 2.  At this
meeting, the Minutes from the July 5th board meeting were reviewed and
approved and the June and financial statement was also reviewed and
approved. July Giving for year-to-date through month-end continues to trend
slightly ahead of the same period in 2015.

OUR ONE LOAN WAS PAID OFF

On May 1, one of the two remaining loans for the Building project was paid off.
The remaining, fixed-rate loan still carries a balance of approximately
$1,110,000. July giving to Nehemiah 5 totaled $39,135, which exceeds the
amount required for the monthly loan payment.

FINANCES

The board reaffirmed that available Nehemiah funds should be used to pay off
the remaining loan balance as quickly as practical while not incurring pre-
payment penalties tied to the loan. In addition, the board approved the
streamlining of funds originally related to the building project and loan pay-off,
eliminating the Debt Retirement Reserve Fund (which currently has a zero
balance) and moving $55,000 from the Building Reserve Fund to the Debt
Retirement Fund.

The board continues to thank the Lord for the faithfulness of the GVBC
congregation in ensuring the financial health of GVBC, including the sacrificial
giving targeted towards the final payoff of loans related to our building project.

Two members had requested membership terminations which your board
approved.

SCHOLARSHIPS APPROVED

Seminarian Scholarships were approved for Annette Kakimoto, Michelle Law
and Diane Ujiiye. These seminarian scholarships are funded by proceeds from
the annual Golf Tournament. In addition, Christian Service Scholarships were
approved for several of our college students: Lauren Cheng, Kent Hirano,
Tommy Morse and Brianna Pereira. Christian Service scholarships are funded
by undesignated monetary donations given in honor of or in the memory of
loved ones.

FUTURE PURCHASE OF ADJACENT PROPERITES

Your board also reviewed previously approved directions, from 1997 and 2006,
to purchase properties located adjacent to or near to the GVBC Property. The
board reaffirmed the direction to attempt to acquire these properties if they were
to come available. This reaffirmation will be discussed at the upcoming Annual
Election Meeting on Sunday, November 13 after the second worship service.

PASTOR STEVE’S RETIREMENT

Finally, your board approved budgets for Pastor Steve’s retirement celebration
this coming January 21 or 22, 2017 and for the needs of the Pastoral Search
Committee.

Until next month, we continue thanking the Lord for His many blessings!
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CITY OF GARDENA FOOD PANTRY
COLLECTION
We will be collecting the months of August through October. Please
watch expiration dates!  Bring your donations to the big, brown box in
the Narthex.

Please see the list of suggested items on the Narthex information
counter.

You may also make monetary donations [make checks out to GVBC
with Food Pantry in subject line]. Donations accepted online also.

All food items and monetary donations go directly to the City of
Gardena's Human Services. Thank you!

OPPORTUNITY TO SERVE – BAPTISM ASSISTANTS

GVBC is looking for male and female volunteers to help out on Baptism
Sundays (approximately four times per year). Our current volunteer
has ministered to our baptism candidates for MANY years and it’s time
to pass the baton! This opportunity requires a willing and happy heart
to help candidates feel welcomed and comfortable on their very special
day. Responsibilities include:

 Arrive early in order to prepare the rooms to absorb the dripping
water.

 Hand out the correct size baptismal gowns.

 Hand out towels to the candidates and pastor as they exit the
baptismal.

 Gather up all the wet gowns, towels and sheets and launder them
at home after the services.

If you feel led to be a part of this important ministry, please call Pastor
James Chang through the church office or email him at
james@gvbc.net.
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PASTORAL SEARCH COMMITTEE
BY PAUL HIRANO, O.D.
PASTORAL SEARCH COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN

The Pastoral Search Committee (PSC) has continued to meet throughout
late July and August. We have been meeting often, but at irregular intervals
to try to accommodate vacation schedules. So far we have had everyone in
attendance except for one meeting which was missed by only one member.

THE PROFILE

The previous Spirit article reported on the analysis of the surveys, interviews
and demographic data to produce our Profile. The Profile will be a booklet
which gives a prospective pastoral candidate a good idea of who we are,

what we believe, what we do, and where we want to go. It will have pictures of our church,
statements from all our Core Ministries and a brief history of GVBC. By reading the Profile, a
candidate will have a good idea if GVBC is a place they would choose to serve. This is the key
document in the whole search process and all of our work thus far has been geared toward its
completion.

IT’S ALMOST DONE!

Good news: it is almost done!  All the text has been written and edited. It is now being compiled
into a booklet form. Once completed, this booklet will be available to those interested in
applying for the Senior Pastor position and it will also be available to anyone with an interest in
reading it. The PSC would like to extend our thanks to Kent Komae for his help in editing and to
Lee Matsunami for making the Profile into a finished product.

HOW WE’LL SPREAD THE WORD

Once it is completed there will be various ways in which we will spread the word that we are
looking for a Senior Pastor. The American Baptist Churches of Los Angeles, Southwest and
Hawaii (ABCOFLASH) organization and its Executive Minister Rev. Dr. Sam Chetti have
several sources at their disposal to help us distribute our Profile. In addition, there is the
National Ministry Opportunity Listing and seminaries which have job boards such as Talbot,
Fuller and Azusa. We are very close to letting the world know GVBC is in need of a new Senior
Pastor.

HE’S OUT THERE SOMEWHERE

Our new Pastor is out there somewhere right now!  He doesn’t know it, but one day soon he
will be preaching at GVBC and calling it his new home. He doesn’t know it, but God does. Will
you take a moment right now to pray for him and his family?  Please ask the Lord to guide him
to us and to be open to God’s leading in such an important life decision. Also, we continue in
our request at every church meeting and every day at noon you continue to pray for the PSC.
We are making progress and we are so excited to see what God has in store for our church.

Your brother in Christ,
Paul S. Hirano, O.D.
Pastoral Search Committee Chairman
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FAMILY NEWS
A NEW COMMAND I GIVE YOU: LOVE ONE ANOTHER . . . — JOHN 13:34

OUR PRAYERS AND CONDOLENCES GO OUT TO
Diana Tallie, Bill & Violet Dresser and their families in the passing of their
mother, Dorothy Dresser, who passed away on Saturday, August 13. The
memorial service was held on Sunday, August 21 at GVBC. Pastor Steve
Langley officiated.

Corey Atkinson Barba & family in the passing of her grandmother,
Charolette Gibo. The memorial service will be held on Friday, August 26,
2:00 p.m. at GVBC. Pastor Daniel Matsuda will officiate.

LETTERS TO OUR GVBC FAMILY
Dear GVBC, Thank you so much for the lovely arrangement of lilies and
roses I received in the hospital after my surgery. It added a cheery spot in
my room and was admired by many in the staff. In Christ, Alice Moriya

August 18, 2016

Dear GVBC Scholarship Committee and Board
Members

Thank you for awarding me the Christian Service
Scholarship. I feel very privileged and honored to
receive this scholarship!  I will be a Junior at Cal Poly
Pomona this fall and will be using the generous
amount of money toward college expenses. I am part

of a Christian club on campus called Epic Movement and will be a freshmen
girls’ Bible study leader this upcoming school year. I also look forward to
continue serving at GVBC in the nursery.

In Christ,
Lauren Cheng
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FYI  EVENTS CALENDAR

MISSIONS PRAYER GATHERING
Every second Tuesday 7:00 p.m., Room 119. This is a
prayer time for our missionaries and GVBC's ongoing
missions work. Please join us for prayer; open to all.
Information on our missionaries and mission projects will
be provided. For questions please contact Linda Hayashi
through the church office.

MAHALO: MERCY AFFIRMATION HEALING
ACCOUNTABILITY LOVE OVERCOMING
MAHALO Sundays, 7:00 — 8:30 p.m., Room 201 (upstairs
in the Nichigo homeroom). Mahalo is a Christ-centered
healing ministry for anyone and/or their loved ones who
are challenged by habits, hurts, idols, attachments, or
addictions. For more information contact Pastoral Intern
Diane Ujiiye at the church office or email Diane at:
mahalo@gvbc.net.

MOMMY MEET UP
Tuesdays at 9:30 — 11:30 a.m. at GVBC. The group’s aim
is to provide mothers with a spiritually uplifting time of
fellowship, study and sharing. Contact Tammy Hernandez
at tammy@gvbc.net or call her at the office.

SUNDAY SCHOOL PROMOTION SUNDAY
Sunday, August 28

COMMUNITY GROUP LEADERSHIP HUDDLE
Sunday, August 28, 12:30 — 1:30 p.m. in room 220. Lunch
provided. Group leaders, please remember to RSVP to the
office.

TEACHER/LEADER DEDICATION
Sunday, September 4

WORK DAY
Saturday, September 10 (due to Labor Day weekend),
8:00 a.m. We start with wake-up coffee and donuts. No
experience needed to help with minor repairs, landscaping
maintenance and cleaning. All ages are invited. Come
when you can, leave when you must.

OFFICE CLOSED
Monday, September 5. Labor Day Holiday

GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP
Tuesday nights starting September 6 to Tuesday, October
11, 6:30 — 8:00 p.m., room 250. Led by Pastor Brian Lo,
co-leader Debra Mason. For more information, contact
Pastor Brian Lo at brianhlo@gmail.com or call the office.

GVBCLIVE
Friday, September 9, 7:30 p.m., Sanctuary. Join us for an
evening devoted entirely to worship. We come together as
a church family to lift our voices to our amazing God who
loved us so much He sent His only Son to die on our
behalf. Everyone is invited!  It’s also a golden opportunity
to invite family and friends to experience God’s love and to
hear about the ONE True King. GVBC College Director,
Brad Toy will also share a brief devotional as we turn our
hearts toward God in ultimate praise. “...yet for us there is
but on God, the Father, from whom all things came and for
whom we live; and there is but one Lord, Jesus Christ,
through whom all things came and through whom we live.”
~ 1 Corinthians 8:6.

PERSPECTIVES ON THE WORLD
Mondays starting September 12 through January 16, 2017,
6:30 — 9:30 p.m., Rooms 218/220. Perspectives on the
World Christian Movement is coming back to GVBC!  This
course will help you understand God's plan for the world —
and for your life — as you explore the biblical, historical,
strategic, and cultural ways God is at work. Perspectives will
open the eyes of your heart with the fresh knowledge of
God’s unchanging purposes and why they’re relevant to your
life. For 15 weeks you will have the opportunity to learn from
some of the most highly-regarded missions leaders and
mentors in the world. The speakers will challenge and inspire
you to become a World Christian with a new perspective and
how you can join God in His goal to reach the nations — no
matter your location or vocation. Perspectives can be taken
for:  Credit (graduate or undergraduate), Certificate, or Key
Reading. Discounts and scholarships are also available.
GVBC attendees will be reimbursed part of the class fee. For
more information or to register, go to www.perspectives.org
and search for the class in Gardena, CA. For questions
contact: Tommy Park at: thomas.y.park@gmail.com

KEEP GARDENA BEAUTIFUL
Saturday, September 17. Join the Neighborhood Ministry in
making a difference in our community by cleaning or painting!

7:45 AM - Meet at GVBC
12:00 PM - lunch @ Mas Fukai Park

The Neighborhood Ministry is requesting volunteers to sign
up for the Annual Keep Gardena Beautiful. Volunteers will
gather together to clean up our City parks, right of ways and
neighborhoods. We will plant flowers, paint, clean and do
minor fix-ups. Afterwards we will celebrate our achievements
with lunch at Mas Fukai Park. For questions contact Pastor
James Chang, ext. 679 or james@gvbc.net. Sign up now!

MEN’S RETREAT — SAVE THE DATE
Saturday, September 24 to Sunday, September 25, Victory
Ranch in Moreno Valley. For all men college-age and up. This
is a great time of fellowship, sharing, support and teaching
plus lots of fun during your free time.

PASTORAL APPRECIATION MONTH
The month of October is our annual Pastoral Appreciation
Month to recognize our pastoral staff and their spouses.
Pastoral Appreciation Sunday will be on October 9 during
both worship service and the Nichigo worship service. Our
pastoral staff consists of:
Pastor Steve & Nancy Langley, Senior Pastor
Pastor Eiji & Emi Osato, Associate Pastor, Nichigo
Pastor Daniel & Linda Matsuda, Associate Pastor
Pastor James & Yuko Chang, Assistant Pastor
Pastor Annette Kakimoto, Assistant Pastor
Pastor Chris & Michelle Koga, Assistant Pastor
Brad & Grace Toy, College-age Director
Pastor Layne & Susan Wakuta, Youth & Children’s Directors

SAVE THE DATE:  GVBC ANNUAL HARVEST FESTIVAL
Monday, October 31, 5:30 — 7:30 p.m. Set up on Sunday,
October 30, 1:00 p.m. Volunteer sign-ups coming soon.

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME ENDS
Sunday, November 6. Fall BACK one hour.

ANNUAL ELECTION MEETING
Sunday, November 13



The SPIRIT is copyrighted © 2016 and a publication of Gardena Valley Baptist Church, 1630 W. 158th Street, Gardena, CA., 90247, (310)323-5683,
FAX: (310)768-2783, Email: gvbc@gvbc.net, Website: www.gvbc.net, Senior Pastor: Steve Langley (310)323-5683, ext. 0, Editor: Susan J. Shelley,
ext. 673, susie@gvbc.net. Office hours: 9:00am—5:00pm. The Spirit is published twice a month to keep members and friends informed of
programs and events of the church and to report news about GVBC and its people. Announcements, praise, prayer requests, and letters are
welcome. Articles are subject to editing and/or postponement. 7

ANNOUNCEMENTS

NEXT SPIRIT ISSUE
Available online Wednesday, September 7 at www.gvbc.net “Our Newsletter.” Hard copies available in the
Narthex and the back of the Community Hall. All articles should be submitted by Sunday, September 4.

PRIMETIMER’S EXPERIENCES
 CATALINA ISLAND ADVENTURE:  Wednesday, October 19, $154 per person (includes ferry boat fee, motorcoach

transportation and gratuity for the driver), [make checks out to GVBC with Catalina on memo line]. [NOTE
CHANGES] Departs GVBC at 8:15 a.m. and returns approx. 7:00 p.m. Roundtrip ferry service aboard the Catalina
Express. DEADLINE: final payment due Sunday, September 4. Take a guided scenic tour of Avalon as a guide
shares interesting Catalina Island history and folklore from the comfort of an open-air tram. Free time to explore the
waterfront lined with shops and restaurants. Lunch on your own [checks payable to GVBC, Catalina in subject line).

 THE MISSION INN HOLIDAY LIGHT FESTIVAL: Thursday, December 8, $118 per person (includes gratuity for the driver).
DEADLINE for final payment is Sunday, November 13. Tour departs at 12:30 p.m. from GVBC and returns
approximately 9:30 p.m. Experience a memorable afternoon and evening enjoying the holiday traditions of historic
Riverside. Guided tour of the world famous Mission Inn — a National Heritage Landmark — bedecked in holiday
splendor. You’ll have time to explore on your own and do some holiday shopping. Later, your have a holiday dinner
at The Old Spaghetti Factory. After dinner when night falls, you’ll return to the Mission Inn to experience the light
show of over three million lights and more than 350 animated figures.

To pick up a flyer, an application, or be placed on the Waiting List, contact Richard or Keiko Imatomi or visit their table in
the Courtyard after the worship services.

In order to accommodate as many people as possible,
you will need to pick one of the dates to attend.

Registration will begin at the end of November.
MORE INFORMATION TO FOLLOW...
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GVBC Staff

STEVE LANGLEY Senior Pastor ext. 0

EIJI OSATO Associate Pastor, Nichigo ext. 676

DANIEL MATSUDA Associate Pastor ext. 681

JAMES CHANG Assistant Pastor ext. 679

ANNETTE KAKIMOTO Assistant Pastor ext. 680

CHRIS KOGA Assistant Pastor
BRAD TOY College-age Director
LAYNE WAKUTA Youth Director ext. 684

SUSAN WAKUTA Children’s Director ext. 689

TAMMY HERNANDEZ Early Childhood Coordinator
EMILY NOGUCHI Nursery Coordinator
LEE MATSUNAMI Worship Music & Arts Coordinator
NAOTO FUNADA Nichigo Worship Coordinator
WENDY NAKANO Office Manager ext. 672

PEGGY KUSHIGEMACHI Financial Assistant ext. 675

JAN MAGNANI Secretary ext. 671

REI ABE Nichigo Secretary ext. 677

SANDY TSUKAMOTO Christian Education Secretary ext. 678

SUSIE SHELLEY Newsletter Editor ext. 673

GERALD MAYEWAKI Facilities Assistant
SOCORRO “COCO” KAGAWA Maintenance Assistant
JAI PHETSOMPHOU Maintenance Assistant
AMINI AUBREY Maintenance Assistant

ROBERT KATO Sunday Services Assistant
WESLEY SHIOZAKI Sunday Services Assistant
EDMOND AVIADO Sunday Services Assistant

English Worship Services: 8:45 a.m. & 10:45 a.m.
Children’s Sunday School concurrent

Japanese Worship Service: 10:45 a.m.
Children’s Sunday School at 9:30 a.m., Room 206

SUNDAY, AUGUST 28/BAPTISMS
Both services in the Sanctuary
Marriage & Family
Pastor Daniel Matsuda

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 4/COMMUNION
Both services in the Sanctuary (gym floor resurfacing)
Youth Sunday/Teacher-Leader Dedication
Pastor Layne Wakuta

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 11
Mission Sunday

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 18
Both services in the Sanctuary
Nichigo in the Community Hall
Advent Conspiracy

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 25
Prayer Warrior


